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namah here also expresses the desire to remove all the
egotism and selfishness (ninnama}. The commentator
further points out the method of construing the sentences
of this verse according to the old tradition, in which
the second part {utta.rakhanda} is understood first, and
then the first part {purvakhanda}.

STANZA 7

In the subsequent verse Parasara explains the
connotation of the third rahasya which in the Srivaisnava
tradition is known as the Caramasloka. The word Carama
means, literally, the last and final one. The Caramasloka
is the verse - sarvadbarman, etc., found as the 66th
verse of the eighteenth chapter of the Bbagavad GTta,
which, strictly speaking, is not the last verse of the chapter.
However the word Caramasloka is to be understood
as the verse which spels out the final upaya of salvation
which is prapatti or saranagati. Though not a mantra
in the regular sense of the term, this sloka is still
considered as a rahasya and the sattiv/ka-s impart it
as a rahasya only to those who have surrendered to
them as disciples, points out the commentator.5

This Caramasloka consists of twelve words. The first
half comprising six words enjoins saranagati on one who
stands helpless. The second half brings out the human
end (purusartha} which follows the implementation of
saranagati and this purusartba is of the form of removal
of the impediments which are undesirable {anista}.
Parasara explains the meaning of this raha.sya in the
words of the Lord himself: "...give up whatever dharma
has been stated by Me through scriptures as the means
of reaching Me, and resort to Me alone as the means
of reaching me with full conviction and utter helplessness.
Once you are thus determined, I, full of perfections such